
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas from Ms Spillane 
What a successful term at Maylands! In addition to the celebrations bringing our community 

together, fund-raising and having fun there has been plenty of learning too. 

Thank you for all the kind gifts and messages to staff. All very much appreciated! Wishing you 

a happy, healthy and restful Christmas holiday! See you on 4th January. 

 
 Looking back… 
This year we took part in UNESCO's World Science Day; a day that was first started 20 years 
ago to engage young people in current scientific issues and developments, as well as research 
and discovery. The day began with an assembly about inspirational innovators including Marie 
Curie, George Washington Carver, Thomas Edison, and the Wright Brothers, before children 
returned to class to begin their Science learning.  
 

From creating gloop in Early Years, to making a model of human 
blood in Year 6, children enjoyed a wide range of fascinating 
activities. Children across the school spent the day delving into 
human biology, geology and physics - exploring topics such as teeth 
and forces. There was geode-smashing, parachute-making and even  
a Science themed lunch! Meteor meatballs followed by Milky Way 
custard, anyone? 

 

This term Heron and Kingfisher class, Year 5, then Adder and Lizard class, Year 4, visited the 
Science Museum.  We explored the Space gallery, watching as each planet was projected 
before our eyes; then discovering the crafts used for the 1969 Moon landing and to take Tim 
Peake to the international Space Station.  
 

In the Making the Modern World gallery we walked amongst planes, 
trains and automobiles along with hundreds of inventions which  
have changed the world.  We even saw the very first Apple  
computer. We ended our day with a visit to the Who Am I? gallery, 
our favourite. We discovered how our genetics and upbringing  
might have combined to create our identity.  We had fun using the  
machines to change our voices and solving puzzles.   
 

Celebrations… 
Our LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic  

Art) group have had amazing results in their qualifying  

exams. Twenty pupils passed their examination with  

Distinction and two with Merit! Michael Park, Director  

of West End in Schools wrote ‘some of the best set of  

results I’ve seen in a while!’ when he notified the school. Well done to our amazing students! 

 

The highly anticipated return of Maylands’ Fireworks Spectacular was a huge success, with 

over £5000 raised for our school. A huge well done to Rabbit Class who were the winners of 

this year’s Enterprise Cup, raising £160 with their Hook-A-Duck stall.  
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Ambassadors 
We asked our Head Ambassador and Deputy Ambassadors 
what life is like for a child at Maylands. They said: 

 
At Maylands we get the opportunity to learn about every 
subject in fun and exciting ways. Our school values of 
Determination, Trust, Tolerance and Respect help us to 
succeed. We know to never give up, to respect everyone 
around us, to be truthful and trustworthy, and to 
celebrate our differences. 

Zain, Sarah and Olly 
 

Sports Fixtures 
This term our first matches have been played by the 

Maylands Netball and Football teams. We have been  

Immensely proud of the good sportsmanship shown by the 

children chosen to compete in these matches.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Netball team had great success in their first friendly 

match against Drapers’ Pyrgo which they won 6-0. 

Meanwhile, our Football team have shown superb 

teamwork skills across two football league matches; facing 

Drapers’ Pyrgo and St. Ursula’s.  
 

We look forward to seeing our teams playing in the new 

official kit in the New Year. Thank you to emu24, and Darren 

McCluskey, for being our official sponsors.   

Children in Need 
Thank you for all the generous donations of  

cakes and other delicious treats. We raised  

£500 in total, which has been donated to  

BBC Children in Need. 

Eco-Committee  
This term our wonderful  
Eco-Committee worked with  
the Thames Chase volunteers 
to help maintain our Pond and 
Orchard Area and learn more 
about the exciting things that  
are happening there! Here is  
an excerpt from Becky Gibson who is the Conservation 
Project Manager for Thames Chase. 
 
'It was lovely to meet the Eco Committee and see their 
enthusiasm for the area and the pond life we discovered. 
The children found lots of invertebrates living in the pond, 
which is a great sign that it has become established and the 
diversity of animals was great. We removed some sections 
of the plants and put them on the side so any creatures 
caught in their roots could escape back to the water. We 
were impressed with the success rate of the trees we 
planted with the children earlier this year'.  
- Becky Gibson 
 

International School Award 

We have started our International School 

Award journey by setting up our first 

European collaborative project entitled 

'Letters from our friends across Europe'.  

Throughout the school we have been writing letters to 

countries such as Romania, Croatia, Azerbaijan, Spain and 

many more. We have already received over 12 letters from 

all over Europe. Projects like these show our continued 

determination and commitment to embed international 

awareness.  

Mrs Keene 

TfL Stars 
Year 5 had the opportunity to meet with the Senior 
Transport Planning Officer from the London Borough of 
Havering to learn about the exciting new school role of a 
Junior Travel Ambassador (JTA). We received over 20 
fantastic application forms, making the decision extremely 
difficult to make. The 4 successful applicants  
will be announced in the New Year. 
Miss Copper 

Lord Mayor’s Show 
This term our ambassadors were  

delighted to be invited to visit  

Drapers’ Hall for the Lord Mayor’s  

Show; the world’s largest and oldest  

unrehearsed procession, dating back  

to 1215. Following the parade, the  

children enjoyed a 2 course lunch  

in the Drapers’ Banqueting Hall and  

a magic show in the Queen’s Drawing 

Room. We were very proud of the impeccable behaviour 

and manners shown by the children.  

Oh no they didn’t! 

Dormouse and Hedgehog Class had a  

wonderful time at the Queen’s Theatre  

pantomime this year. A well-deserved  

treat after doing such a marvellous job  

in their own production of Wriggly  

Nativity. In fact, well done to all of the children who took 

part in their Christmas assemblies over the last fortnight.  


