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This policy reflects the statutory guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021. It relates specifically to 
the pupils attending Reception classes in our Primary School. 
      
Aims 
This policy represents our approach to learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and the principles of 
the EYFS framework lays the bedrock of our whole school approach: 

 Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-
assured 

 Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

 Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who 
respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time.  

 Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

 The importance of learning and development 

 That children develop and learn at different rates 
It is our view that the Characteristics of Effective Learning: Engagement, Motivation, Critical Thinking are 
essential to all learners, in and beyond the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

The key features for the Development Matters (2021) document are used to support the high quality education 
and care in our Reception classes and beyond.  

Legislation and guidance  
This document meets the requirements under the following legislation:  
The Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory framework 2020 and 2021 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (Learning and Development Requirements) Order 2007  
The Early Years Foundation Stage (Welfare Requirements) Regulations 2012  
The Childcare Act 2006 
The Children’s Act 2004 
 
This document relates to the following guidance: 
Development Matters 2021 
The United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child 1992 
Children’s Commissioner Best Beginnings in the Early Years July 2020 
 
An Enabling Environment 
Detailed plans for learning include time for children to become immersed in play but also to provide 
opportunities for structured routine and adult-led activities and are devised by the lead practitioner of Early 
Years. The planning is shared and discussed with all practitioners, adapted to meet the interests or engagement 
of the children accordingly and forms a basis for high quality provision, supervision and appropriate interaction 
by skilled adults. 
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 The statutory guidance requires practitioners to consider the needs and interests of individuals and provide 
stimulation and opportunity accordingly. In addition to responsive learning opportunities, practitioners provide 
opportunities to create interests and engagement in the case of disadvantage. This ensures that the practice is 
appropriate to the needs of our pupils and allows for both response to and provision for individual interests, 
motivation and engagement, addressing the needs of our community.  At Maylands, our focus is on learning 
and development, therefore the children are provided with plenty of opportunity to explore and create 
independently which we refer to as Free Learning, not Free Play. 

The school follows the Reggio Emilia Approach, which identifies the environment as an essential aspect of the 
learning experience for every child. We have invested in resources and professional development to ensure that 
practitioners are able to create a stimulating, accessible and appropriately resourced environment. The learning 
areas are well designed, organised and adapted according to planning and responsive to the interests of the 
children.  

All resources are appropriately labelled and accessible and areas for learning are planned and arranged to 
engage and motivate. Practitioners take opportunities to reflect children’s interests or real experiences in areas 
such as the Home Corner and the Small World Area. 

There are two classrooms and an outdoor area, which are planned as three areas for learning. The classrooms 
are designed differently and there is a ‘free-flow’ system determined by detailed planning for all practitioners. It 
is expected that the children spend on average 60% of their learning time outside, according to most effective 
practice to encourage good health, self-confidence and development opportunities. 

Children from Reception classes are able to join whole school assemblies each week from the later part of the 
autumn term as part of their transition to Key Stage 1. 

Every effort is made to ensure that all learners are able to engage with the curriculum and the school promotes 
an inclusive culture in order to minimise or remove barriers to learning from entry into school. Partnership and 
advisory relationships with other agencies will be actively sought and established for induction from pre-school 
settings. Within school, the safeguarding leads and Home School Link Officer will engage with families to 
support and signpost services so that every child has access to education, health and be heard. 
 

The Early Years curriculum 
The EYFS framework identifies the Early Learning Goals and provides seven areas of development, which shape 
the education programme for the Reception classes in our school. Themes for learning are set at the start of the 
year but adapted according to children’s interest or opportunities for prolonged engagement. The Reception 
classes are also included in whole-school projects, festivals and celebrations. The planning includes 
opportunities to extend experiences through educational visits and visitors, for example, the children travel to 
the local coast for a day at the seaside during the summer term. Every child is able to participate in Forest 
School beginning on site and then moving to take part in the woodland on the local Nature Reserve. 

Reading is taught through Read Write Inc phonics sessions. Early Mathematics skills are taught through Little Big 
Maths scheme and opportunities for applying mathematics skills through child –initiated and adult-led play. 

Children in Early Years have the opportunities to participate in Learning Outside the Classroom by using the 
school Library, D.T. Room for cooking, using the Science Area, Wildlife Pond, Orchard and tending to the school 
chickens. 

There is a whole-school focus on communication skills, utilising a range of resources to encourage and develop 
spoken language skills and vocabulary development. Practitioners access specialist resources and schemes, 
which focus attention and ensure priority to meet the needs of our learners as part of a universal offer. All 
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children are screened for speech and language difficulties and the school provides specialist practitioners and 
access to a speech and language therapy to support individuals. 

Assessment and feedback 
During the final term in Reception, the EYFS Profile is completed for each child. The Profile provides Parents / 
Carers, staff and teachers with a clear statement of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their 
progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1.  
 
At Maylands, we use the Early Excellence Assessment system to track progress and store evidence for 
attainment towards the EYFS Profile. In addition to statutory baseline assessments, we also make assessments 
for well-being and involvement using the Leuven scales to inform planning and deployment of practitioners. 

Termly meetings with parents and carers provide opportunities to discuss each child’s development and 
interests. A Home-School Communication book, in addition to email access to teachers, allows information to 
be shared in partnership. 

The Profile includes relevant on-going observation and records held by the setting, discussions with Parents / 
Carers, and any other adults whom the teacher, Parent / Carer judges can offer a useful contribution. Each 
child’s level of development is assessed against the Early Learning Goals. The Profile indicates whether children 
are meeting expected levels of development, or not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’).  

Parents and Carers as partners: 
We recognise that Parents / Carers are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the 
contribution Parents / Carers make. We recognise the role that they have played and their future role in 
educating the children. 
 
At Maylands, we encourage close partnerships with parents/ carers through: 

 Workshops at the beginning of the Early Years Foundation Stage for Read Write Inc (phonics) and Forest 
School. 

 Daily contact at the beginning and end of the school day 
 We use a Home School Communication Book for daily contact. 
 During consultation meetings each term Termly theme plan and expectations are shared with 

parents/carers. 
 Weekly Home Learning which includes activities to promote conversation, Technology based activities 

(Mathletics or Purple Mash etc.)/ reading books, starting with picture books from September. 
 Parents and carers are invited to celebrate learning through termly meetings with teachers, class 

assemblies and end of theme celebrations. 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Production of the Christmas Nativity 
 Invitation to whole-school celebrations 
 Parents and carers are invited in to share their hobbies or talk about their jobs where it could promote 

children’s learning. 

 
Induction to Early Years Foundation Stage 
We welcome parents/carers by letter following acceptance of their child’s place at Maylands. The induction 
programme is then as follows: 

 Induction meeting for parents and carers in June 

 Information collected from home/ pre-school in July and September 

 Information and storybook given to parents/ carers for starting school at Maylands 

 Home visit organised by teachers for early September 
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 Stay and Play sessions for children starting school take place in July 

 Induction timetable for induction in September which is a phased over 10 days with ability to accelerate 
or tailor for individuals 

Every opportunity is taken to work in partnership with parents and carers to ensure that children settle quickly 
and comfortably so that they are ready to learn. We make arrangements to ensure the success of this induction 
and reserve the right to adjust the transition period according to individual needs. 
 
The autumn term focus is Personal, Social and Emotional Development, which lays foundations for all learning 
throughout the year. Prime areas are given priority in planning, particularly communication and language. The 
children are encouraged to demonstrate growing independence by self-registration and lunch choices each 
morning. The routines are established very quickly and behaviour for learning is given high priority with 
Restorative Practices in place to support social, personal and moral development. 
 
Positive reinforcement of high expectations is supported by stickers during the first half of the year and 
transition to House points and eventually House teams during the summer term in preparation to transition 
into Key Stage 1. 

 
Transition to Key Stage 1: 
From the summer term in EYFS, timetables include opportunities for transition to Key Stage 1. During the 
morning session, formal teaching for Reading and Maths is planned for longer sessions with expectations for 
whole-class input before play-based activities. Opportunities to talk about the changes between the year 
groups are created and expectations for working in a different way are shared.  
 
Although the children are familiar with the school building and have eaten lunch in the dining hall alongside the 
other pupils, there is an opportunity to spend some of the playtime in the main playground, supervised by Early 
Years staff. The children from reception classes attend whole school assembly three times weekly instead of 
only Values and Celebration assemblies. They are also able to meet their new teachers and learn more about 
being in Year 1 during transition activities planned for July.  
 
As part of the transition arrangements, Year 1 teachers are given a copy of the individual’s Profile report and 
relevant information about a child’s interests, abilities and well-being. For the first week in Year 1, the Early 
Years practitioners are able to support during the transition from the playground at the beginning and end of 
the school day, and during break and lunchtimes. 
 
The transition between the Key Stage 1 curriculum and EYFS Framework is gradual and teachers are able to 
make assessments for the first half term for both. During the autumn term Year 1 timetables include continuous 
provision, as in the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum with a timetable for the beginning of Year 1 follows 
the same structure as the end of Early Years Foundation Stage. During the spring term, there is less timetabled 
EYFS-style provision as the transition towards Year 2 begins. 
 
Links to other policies 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy 

Equality Policy Vision and Values statement 

Curriculum Policy Teaching and Learning Policy 
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